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lations were not strictly carried out at all and that after the caps
were coloured black there was no excuse whatsoever for banning
them. But the fact that the students had the audacity to wear khadi
was enough to rouse the ire of the college authorities.1 The reader
will also note the humiliating character of the dress regulations.
The tuft of hair or a bald head, a mark both of religion and res-
pectability, must be hidden because it offended the Western taste
of the Western professors. They could not enter the college with
Indian shoes on. They must wear English shoes or remain bare-
foot. Thus the students are taught at an impressionable period of
their lives to discard national dress. As a matter of fact Indian
shoes for the Indian climate are infinitely superior to the Eng-
lish shoes as being airy and therefore more hygienic. The intro-
duction of socks is inelegant and totally useless for the hot climate
of India. Socks-wearers know the stench that their socks emit in
this climate. But for our slavery, we would sweep away without a
moment's thought all these injurious and unbecoming innovations.

Young India, 24-11-1921

208.    THE MORAL ISSUE
As soon as we lose the moral basis, we cease to be religious*
There is no such thing as religion overriding morality. Man for
instance cannot be untruthful, cruel or incontinent and claim to
have God on his side. In Bombay the sympathizers of non-co-
operation lost the moral balance. They were enraged against the
Parsis and the Christians who took part in the welcome to the
Prince and sought to "teach them a lesson'*. They invited reprisals
and got them. It became after the 17th a game of seesaw in
which no one really gained and everybody lost.
Swaraj does not lie that way. India does not want Bolshevism.
The people are too peaceful to stand anarchy* They will bow the
knee to anyone who restores so-called order. Let us recognize the
Indian psychology. We need not stop to inquire whether such
hankering after peace is a virtue or a vice. The average Mussulman
of India is quite different from the average Mussulman of the
other parts of the world. His Indian associations have made him
more docile than his co-religionists outside India, He will not
stand tangible insecurity of life and property for any length of time.
The Hindu is proverbially, almost contemptibly mild. The Parsi
1 Vide "Notes", 17-11-1921, under the sub-title "Brave Students".